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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: (P5 In 4), fig 
3 does not contain 25. Please clarify what 25 is referring to in fig 4. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP 

§ 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: Segments are in 
assembled relation in claim 12, unclear which embodiment applicant is referring to. If 
referring to embodiment of fig 4, changing the spacing of the male and female detent 
portions would cause all of the seams to have gaps between adjacent surface portions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-5,8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Spadaro (USPN 3,072,280). In regards to claim 1, Spadaro clearly shows a multi- 
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segment container 10 having a plurality of substantially identical segments 16 in 
mutually hinged array to form an enclosure, where in peripheral portions of the 
segments collectively form a pair of end walls in mutually spaced relation, each 
segment including hinge means (fig 1) for detachable engagement with an adjoining 
segment. Examiner does not recognize 1 12 6 th paragraph for the "means for" statement 
since the claim does not pass the three prong test. Examinee views "hinge" as 
sufficient structure, material or acts for achieving the specified function (see MPEP § 
2181- § 2186) 

6. In regards to claim 2, Spadaro shows the side portions to include a pair of tab 
portions located outside segment peripheral portion, and including hinge means(fig 4). 

7. In regards to claim 3, Spadaro clearly shows a pair of tab portions include a male 
36,37 and a female 38,39 hinge portion. 

8. In regards to claim 4, Spadaro clearly shows a substantially continuous 
peripheral wall (fig 6). 

9. In regards to claim 5, Spadaro clearly shows end walls that are substantially 
continuous (fig 6). 

10. In regards to claim 8, Spadaro shows what the examiner considers a 
substantially cylindrical peripheral wall (fig 1). 

11. In regards to claim 9, Spadaro shows his side portions include a projection edge 
portion to form feet 58,59. Examiner considers these feet to have the same structure 
and recitation as a stabilizing heel. 
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12. In regards to claim 10, Spadaro shows raised edge portions (fig 3) 19,21 to serve 
as stabilizing contact surfaces with adjoined container segments. 

1 3. In regards to claim 1 1 , Spadaro shows hinge means consist of female 38 and 
male 37 detent portions in removable, mutually pivotal, attached relation (fig 5). 

14. In regards to claim 12, Spadaro shows male and female detent portions are in 
mutually spaced relation such that gaps of predetermined size are created between 
adjacent surface portions of the container, to ventilate the container (fig 3-5). 

15. Claims 1 ,6,7 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hunt (USPN 5,101,972). In regards to claim 1, Hunt clearly shows a multi-segment 
container having a plurality of substantially identical segments 12,14 in mutually hinged 
array to form an enclosure, where in peripheral portions of the segments collectively 
form a pair of end walls in mutually spaced relation, each segment including hinge 
means (fig 1) for "detachable" (to the same degree as claimed) engagement with an 
adjoining segment. 

16. With respect to claim 6, Hunt clearly shows separation means on the inner 
surface (fig 1). 

17. With respect to claim 7, Hunt clearly shows the separation means are 
corrugations having spaces of predetermined width there between (fig 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claim 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spadaro in 
view of Hunt (USPN 5,101,972). With respect, Spadaro shows everything except a 
peripheral wall is substantially cylindrical. Hunt teaches a cylindrical storage apparatus 
of dimension slightly larger that the disc shaped recording media to be stored (col 3 In 
26). Hunts container is more cylindrical than Spadaro's in order to have a better fit on 
the round media stored within. Therefor it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Spadaro's container to be 
more cylindrical in order to better fit round media. 

Conclusion 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawn M. Braden whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8026. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571 272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/645,490 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3727 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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